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Despite the contrasting weather conditions 
this summer, it’s been encouraging to 
see many of you making the most of any 
opportunity to get out on the water.

SYH has been buzzing with people racing, cruising 
and tinkering on their boats.  It hasn’t just been 
experienced yacht owners; onsite business East 
Anglian Sea School has had a revolving door of 
youngsters eager to learn to sail. SYH is committed 
to supporting the next generation of sailors and 
securing longevity for our sport by providing easy 
access to an active lifestyle on the water.

Racing is a theme running throughout this issue 
of Harbour Light.  The SYH workshop has been 
busy with classic and GRP yachts being renovated 
or repaired ahead of the regatta season.  At the 
annual SYH Classic Regatta, a fleet of over 30 
yachts enjoyed champagne sailing in the Orwell 

and Stour estuaries and Dovercourt Bay (full  
report on page 5).  Further afield, SYH-based 
yachts have triumphed in south coast regattas; 
read on for details. 

Our onsite businesses have played crucial roles 
in servicing and fitting out a portfolio of racing 
yachts.  Many of the teams enjoy racing and 
cruising themselves, which brings an extra layer 
of expertise when they come to advise on your 
project.  John Parker discusses the value that an 
understanding of sailing brings to the customer 
experience at OneSails (see page 9).

On page 4, we take a closer look at the 
environmental initiatives underway at SYH.  Many 
people aren’t aware SYH was the first UK marina 
to install water source pump heating.  This clever 
system extracts heat from the water in the marina 
to heat our buildings without using any fossil fuels.  

As this issue of Harbour Light goes to press, SYH 
and six of the onsite businesses will be exhibiting 
at Southampton Boat Show.  Experts from 
across SYH and the fields of sailmaking, rigging, 
electronics, stainless steel fabrication, classic  
boats and sail training will be on stand J222.   
With so many marine specialists on one stand, 
visitors will be able to have multiple queries 
answered in one place.  

If you can’t make it to the show but you are 
interested in talking to any of the team, the SYH 
Open Weekend on 26th – 27th October is an ideal 
opportunity to find out more about the services, 
facilities and expertise available at the harbour.

Best wishes,

Front cover photo credit: Chrissie Westgate

 Introduction from SYH managing director Jonathan Dyke 

 Contact us:
  01473 659465  jonathan@syharbour.co.uk  www.syharbour.co.uk  facebook.com/syharbour

Jonathan 

Aerial view of the marina

Welcome to issue 37 of Harbour Light
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 News In Brief 

Fatjax hitches a lift
One of the larger yachts hoisted out of the 
water at SYH this season was the 63ft cruiser-
racer Fatjax.  Fatjax is a Shipman 63 that has 
been extensively and successfully raced over 
the years, including winning first in class at 
Cowes Week in 2011.

With hoists able to lift up to 75 tonnes, SYH has 
the largest hoist capacity from Bridlington in 
Yorkshire to the Solent.

This summer, SYH invested in a new website with a fresh 
look and a user-friendly layout.

SYH invests in a new website
SYH's new website

Cereste racing at Panerai British Classic Week 

SYH yachts celebrate Panerai success
Three SYH-based classic yachts took to the challenging tidal waters  
of the Solent to compete in Panerai British Classic Week this year.  
Stella Timoa, Sparkman & Stephens sloop Illeria and Robert Clarke  
10 Tonner Cereste raced in all conditions from sun and light wind to  
30 knots and driving rain.

Andy Easdown’s Illeria put in a solid performance to place 8th overall in the 
highly competitive Class 3, which included regatta overall winner Laurent Giles 
sloop Whooper.  Class 4 was a two-horse race from the start with Cereste and 
Timoa battling it out to win the class.  It all came down to the last race, in which 
Cereste triumphed to take the Class 4 trophy.  Cereste also placed an impressive 
2nd  overall in the regatta, losing out to Whooper at the final hour on count-back.

The new site houses details on all the services and facilities at SYH, including the 11 onsite 
marine businesses, as well as the latest news, announcements and events.

Users can also access real-time weather and tidal information, a new graphic map of the SYH site and read 
up on SYH’s environmental initiatives.

SYH managing director Jonathan Dyke said, “At a time when most people access information online, it was 
pertinent for us to invest in upgrading the website to ensure users can find the details they need quickly  
and efficiently.  

As well as practical information, the new website features case studies from recent projects in the SYH 
workshops, including GRP and wooden boats, Coppercoat application and spray shop work."

    Fatjax on our 75 tonne hoist
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SYH awarded Carbon Charter bronze certificate

 Environment Update

Did you know?   
SYH’s pioneering 
water source heat 
pump system

dredging season when the pontoons are often disassembled.

After considering how a boat’s engine is cooled with water (i.e. by 
pumping water straight into the engine), SYH’s managing director 
Jonathan Dyke suggested extracting water direct from the marina into the 
heat exchange pump room without an intricate system of pipes.  He was 
told it couldn’t be done.

Jonathan persevered and the new system was successfully installed.  The 
pump brings water into the heat exchange, before hot water is flowed 
around pipes held in trays underneath the floors of the buildings.

Jonathan Dyke explained, “The underfloor pipes mean the floor emits heat 
over a large area, instead of a radiator that gives off a large amount of heat 
in a small area, which requires more energy.  Not only are we avoiding the 
consumption of fossil fuels, the water source heat pump has proven to be a 
significant cost-saver.  It was three-times more expensive to install versus a 
standard heating system, but it paid for itself within the first three years.  I 
don’t know of any other marinas currently operating a similar pump, but I 
would certainly recommend it.”

putting into improving our environmental 
credentials.  We have been given constructive 
advice on how to reach the silver certificate 
and we will continue to work towards this next 
level of accreditation.”

Many people don’t know that SYH was the first marina to install a 
water source heat pump to heat its buildings.

There are three different types of heat pumps: ground, air or water sourced.  
Water source heat pumps extract heat from a body of water by cycling 
water through a system of pipes. As the water flows through the pipes, it 
gathers heat from the water and then carries it back to the building to a 
heat exchange system. 

This process allows the temperature from the outside source to be increased 
so it can be used to heat the inside of a building. The principle is the same 
as a fridge in reverse; instead of taking the heat from a small volume of air 
inside the fridge and dumping it into the kitchen via the condenser on the 
back of the fridge, a heat pump takes low-grade heat from the external 
environment and delivers it to the building at a higher temperature via 
underfloor heating. By using the external environment as the heat source, a 
heat pump can provide almost limitless heat to the building.

The original proposal for SYH, was to hang the water-filled pipes from 
underneath the pontoons but this was fraught with complications for the 

When you pop into the SYH chandlery 
or offices are you aware of the 
innovative system heating the air 
around you? 

As recognition for its ongoing 
environmental initiatives, SYH has been 
awarded a Carbon Charter  
bronze certificate.  

The Carbon Charter is an award recognising 
carbon reduction measures in Suffolk's small 
and medium businesses.  Having undergone an 

in-depth review of its processes and policies by 
a representative of the Carbon Charter, SYH was 
awarded a bronze certificate.

SYH managing director Jonathan Dyke 
commented, “It’s really encouraging to have 
been awarded the bronze certificate as an 
acknowledgment of the investment we are 

Heat is extracted from the water and used to heat the SYH buildings

Water is taken from the marina and pumped via a heat exchange
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 SYH News

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
With the smell of bacon sandwiches in the 
air, skippers and crews gathered for briefing 
on Saturday morning to be welcomed by SYH 
managing director Jonathan Dyke. 

After a postponed start to allow all the yachts to 
get out to the line (including Stealaway who had an 
unfortunate engine failure on the way out),  
the slow, Stella and fast classes set off in 5-7  
knots without a hitch.

With the tide flooding and the wind shifting out of 
the east / south east, yachts negotiated oncoming 
currents on their way upwind to Foxes.  

Rounding the mark and hoisting spinnakers as they 
went, the fleet reached down to a shortened course 
finish line at Stone Banks.  

Afternoon racing commenced in 15 knots and from 
a Stone Banks start, it was a beat up to Mark X 
followed by a reach across to Foxes.  Rounding  
the mark, spinnakers were hoisted, and a course set 
for Penny Hole. 

Spinnakers were dropped on the approach and the 
yachts rounded Penny Hole before heading up and 
tacking round onto a reach down to Stone Banks.  From 
there, it was champagne sailing under spinnaker all 
the way to the finish at the Beacon Hill line.  

Upon its return to SYH, the fleet was greeted by 
music from local musician Peter Hepworth drifting 
across the sunny harbour.  

New for this year’s regatta was Frog on the Dog’s 
converted horse box serving wood-fired oven 
pizzas.  As always, the lightship was buzzing with 
camaraderie, with live blues coming from the top 
deck all evening.

Day two began with light wind out of the east / 
north east and the three classes set off on time  
from the Beacon Hill line against the tide down to 
Stone Banks.  

By the time the fleet had hardened up around Foxes, 
the breeze had kicked in, which made for some 
close, tightly fought racing at the top of each class.  
 
Spinnakers were hoisted en route to Penny Hole and 
after rounding the mark the fleet headed upwind to 
Outer Ridge, avoiding the channel on the leg home 
to the Beacon Hill line. 

Sunday’s race saw regatta new-comer and 
Guernsey-based Spirit DH63 Gwenhyfar take line 
honours, with Spirit 52 Flight of Ufford winning 
overall on corrected time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International One Design Whisper has been nipping 
at the heels of SYH Classic Regatta winners for the 
past few years and it was finally her time to shine.  

Mark Wincer and crew won the fast class and the 
overall regatta trophy.  The Stella class was won by 
Andrew Gilmour in Timoa and Tumlare Zest, helmed 
by Jonathan Thompson, took the slow class.

The Spirit Yachts ‘In need of a stiff drink prize’ was 
awarded to the Bangor S Class Stealaway for her 
aforementioned engine failure.  The Safir trophy for 
the most beautifully maintained yacht was won by 
the 12 tonne Gauntlet Grey Seal.

SYH managing director Jonathan Dyke commented, 
“With ten new boats this year, it’s clear the 
regatta is still a popular choice in the classic racing 
calendar. Fantastic weather and great camaraderie, 
with some healthy competition on the water, all 
made for a great weekend. We look forward to 
welcoming entrants back next year!”

Jonathan continued, “A big thanks goes to Peter 
Martin and the race office team, as well as OneSails 
and Evolution Rigging for their ongoing support.”

To view images, results and video from this  
year’s regatta, visit the News & Events page  
at www.syharbour.co.uk. 

Next year’s Classic Regatta will take place on 
13th – 14th June, with an optional evening 
race on Friday 12th June.  For details, email 
jonathan@syharbour.co.uk.

This year’s Suffolk Yacht Harbour Classic Regatta 
saw a fleet of over 30 beautifully maintained classic 
yachts racing and socialising in sun and fair winds.  

Champagne sailing at the 
2019 SYH Classic Regatta

Regatta winner Mark Wincer

Sparkman & Stephens designed Golden Fleece

Winning Yacht International One Design Whisper

Socialising onboard the HPYC Lightship

Photo credit: Chrissie Westgate
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 SYH News

Rudder refit for  
Arctic Tern
When prepping Mallow 36 Arctic Tern 
for launch, the SYH team found severe 
corrosion in her rudder.  The damage was so 
extensive it split the rudder and the bearing 
housing.  The team cut the rudder in half 
and removed the old stock.

SYH onsite business Mr Stainless machined  
a new stainless-steel stock and the SYH 
team laminated the two halves of the 
rudder back together.  The rudder was 
foam-filled using West Systems new 
expanding watertight foam.

The newly refurbished rudder was refitted 
in time for the owner to make a prior 
engagement sailing with his grandchildren.

Based at SYH, Moustique came into the 
workshops earlier this year for a top side 
respray in preparation for the regatta season.

SYH boatyard services director Joshua Major 
takes up the story, “After many years of previous 
applications, the underlying paint on the topsides 
was brittle and cracked.  The team sanded the 
layers back to gel and long-boarded the hull to 
achieve a smooth substrate, before applying 
three coats of primer and three coats of top coat.”

The yacht then had a topside respray in Awlgrip 
Awlcraft 2000 majestic blue with a snow white 
boot top.

Arctic rudder refit

Moustique gets ready for regatta season

Joshua continued, “Moustique’s painted toe rail 
was also locally treated for corrosion and sprayed 
with Awlgrip metallics.  The whole project was 
completed within four weeks to ensure the 
owner could keep to his racing commitments.”

From SYH, Moustique went to the south coast to 
take on this year’s epic Round the Island Race in 
June, which saw only a quarter of the fleet finish 
the course due to light winds.  Moustique put in 
a valiant effort on the water, starting at 6am and 
retiring at 9.30pm.  After Cowes, Moustique went 
to the Royal Solent Yacht Club Taittinger Regatta, 
where she won her class.

Moustique in the workshop

Sparkman & Stephens designed Swan 41 Moustique was built in 1974 
and can regularly be seen racing and cruising around UK waters. 

To read a variety of case studies from the SYH  
workshop, visit www.syharbour.co.uk/casestudies
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New mast 
for Natica
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 SYH News
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Flexiteek first for SYH
With the sustainability of teak being 
increasingly called into question, demand is 
growing for suitable alternatives.  This year, 
Moody 38 Dazzler became the first yacht to 
have Flexiteek decks laid in the SYH workshops. 
Flexiteek is a light-weight, synthetic ‘faux teak’ 
decking that is low maintenance and comes in a 
range of colours.

SYH boatyard services director Joshua Major 
explained, “The old decking was debonding 
and the caulking was destroyed, so the decks 
were well beyond a refit.  The owner asked us 
to investigate Flexiteek, which was then chosen 
for the new decking.”

 
 
The SYH team removed the deck fittings and 
stripped the old teak before the fastenings were 
epoxy filled and the deck surface was faired.  
Flexiteek was then bonded down leaving a 
smooth finish.

Joshua added, “Yacht owners are increasingly 
looking for alternatives to teak and SYH is 
evolving with the market.  Our deck-laying team 
has the experience to work with any material, 
so do get in touch if you are exploring decking 
options.  As this magazine goes to press, we are 
about to start work on another Flexiteek deck, so 
do pop into the workshop to have a look if you 
are interested.”

After initial discussions with SYH boatyard services director Joshua 
Major (also racing at the regatta), the owner flew to SYH to discuss 
new rig designs.

Joshua explained, “Alongside onsite businesses OneSails and Evolution Rigging, 
we proposed a new rig design with a shorter than standard boom, a taller mast 
and a different sail plan.  The aim was to optimise the new rig for ease of use 
when racing.”

The project was a true collaborative effort between SYH and its onsite 
businesses.  Joshua commented, “SYH manufactured a new mast, boom, a 
hollow forespar spinnaker pole, spreaders and standing rigging.  Evolution 
Rigging supplied new running rigging and the owner had a new sail wardrobe 
from OneSails.   Seapower Marine Electronics provided a full mast electronics 
package, Mr Stainless produced mast fittings and new bronze genoa tracks, 
fittings and hatch hinges came from Classic Marine.

“This type of project is when SYH’s full-service portfolio comes into its own.  All 
the various specialist businesses working together onsite took away the need for 
the client to deal with several different suppliers.  Instead the owner had one 
point of contact and a team that delivered efficiently and cost-effectively.” 

The broken rig was shipped to SYH for repair and both rigs (old and new) were 
sent to the owner in Mahón on an Evolution Rigging trailer.  The SYH team flew 
out to step the mast, oversee sail trials and ensure the new rig was optimised 
for the boat.

Natica was back racing with her new rig and sails at this year’s Vela Clásica 
Menorca-Mahón Regatta.

At the 2018 Vela Clásica Menorca-Mahón 
Regatta, West Solent Natica sadly lost her 
mast whilst racing.  
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 Evolution Rigging

What we offer:

inside and underneath the existing forestay 
eliminating the need for runners. The new 
stay was fitted with a Reckman furler and the 
old furler was refurbished. 

A flight of Swans
Nautor Swan designs have stood the test of 
time and though many were designed as 
racing yachts, they are now being adapted 
to suit a range of owners' needs. Over the 
past year Evolution Rigging has worked with 
four different Swan projects; showcasing the 
versatility of this great sailing brand. Here, 
we focus on two of the four case studies.

Wall of woe
Objective: Rig tune for new mainsail.

Outline: Moustique is a seasoned 
campaigner on the east coast racing scene 
and at the beginning of 2018 we were 
involved in preparing her for a full year 
of racing ahead. As part of an ongoing 
maintenance programme we replaced her 
standing rigging, and then tuned the rig 
to get the best out of a newly-purchased 
OneSails mainsail.  The mast shape is an 
important factor in sailing performance  
and should be tuned to best fit your main. 
Over time the shape of a mainsail can 
change so whether you are setting up a new 
sail or trying to get the most out of your 
existing ones – a mast re-tune can benefit 
sailing performance.

Moustique went on to be the overall winner 
of the Swan Rendez-vous in 2018 and won 
her class at the 2019 Royal Solent Yacht club 
Taittinger Regatta (see page 6 for more details).

Contact details

Website: www.evolutionrigging.com  
Phone: 01473 655089  
Email: rigging@evolutionrigging.com

Ask the expert 

Turning blocks and 
purchase systems 
on your boat are 
designed to make  
life easier. 

 
They should minimise load and friction, allowing 
sails to be managed with less effort. However, 
a quick tour of the marina can often reveal the 
opposite. Here are our top tips for identifying 
friction and weakness in your deck arrangements.

Articulation – does your block allow the rope 
to exit at the right angle or is it ‘bending’ around 
hard edges? This is common for blocks at the 
base of the mast leading halyards aft. Fitting 
blocks with swivel shackles should allow ropes to 
‘self-align’.

Height – make sure the heights of the deck,  
deck organisers and jammers are close to uniform 
to avoid chafe; once again this is important with 
ropes led aft from the mast. Block heights can 
be adjusted using different sized shackles and 
deck organisers and jammers can be mounted on 
plinths to maintain a constant height.

Twisting – purchase systems such as those on a 
mainsheet can often twist increasing friction to the 
system. If your system is twisted it is normally due 
to kinking in the rope so unreeve it and untwist 
the rope. This can be achieved by throwing the 
rope over the back of the boat while underway so 
the kinks naturally work their way out or if there 
is a strong tide running the same effect can be 
achieved while on a mooring. 

Block size – ensure you have the right size 
block for the job. A large rope running through a 
small block will be hard to pull and cause chafe, 
an under-rated block for the job can fail under 
load.  Check load rating for your blocks and ensure 
the shackle has an equal safe working load. The 
shackle pin should match the hole in the block 
spigot to avoid point loading on the pin and ensure 
you are taking the maximum load.

Choose the right block – not all blocks are 
equal; invest in quality blocks for the important 
jobs on your boat. Plain bearing blocks should be 
used where loads are high, but the ropes are often 
static, such as halyard blocks and vangs. Use roller 
bearing blocks for ropes which are frequently 
moved such as sheets. When choosing a roller 
bearing avoid Delrin which will crumble over time 
if point loaded, instead choose the brown coloured 
Torlon rollers. Ball Bearing blocks will provide 
minimum friction but cannot cope with such  
high loads.  

How to unblock 
your sailing

Objective: To set up for easy short-
handed sailing in preparation for a 
Trans-Atlantic.

Outline:  To make sail handling easier the 
yacht was fitted with an inner-forestay on 
which a furling staysail could be permanently 
rigged. Adding this sail with a conventional 
cutter rigged configuration (where the 
inner forestay is attached part way down 
the mast), would have required running 
backstays. As the owner was planning on 
cruising short-handed, he didn’t want to 
worry about extra ropes so we fitted Nana 
as a ‘slutter rig’, adding the inner forestay 

    Nana - Swan 46

    Moustique – S&S Swan 41

• Spars, masts, booms &  
 spinnaker poles
• Standing rigging (wire, rod & fibre)
•  Running rigging /  

bespoke rope systems
•  Roller gear & headsail  

handling systems
• Slab reefing & mainsail  
 handling systems
• Mast, boom & spar servicing
• Spar painting
• Winch servicing

• Rig inspections
• Bow sprits
• Downwind furling systems
• Hydraulic sail & rig control systems
• Deck hardware
• Emergency repair service
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Contact Us: www.onesails.co.uk Phone: +44 (0) 1473 659878 Email: east@onesails.co.uk  

OneSails East, Suffolk Yacht Harbour, Levington, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP10 0LN

OneSails GBR East

design partnership with Peter Kay (OneSails GBR 
South) in the early 90s and since then we have 
worked with Quantum and now OneSails. It is 
refreshing to work with people in an environment 
where you can leave the competition at the door 
and all work to the same goal: the advancement of 
sailing performance. 

I had the opportunity in my first job to understand 
sailmaking from end to end. I not only worked on 
a traditional shop floor, but I sailed with clients as 
well.  Whilst few apprentices get this opportunity 
today, it is something I encourage in my team.  This 
all-round experience instilled in me the notion of a 
‘fourth dimension’ in sail making – the human.  

 

Computer-aided design now allows us to model 
theoretically perfect sails.  Working with an 
international design group such as OneSails gives 
us access to a shared database of knowledge and 
design which drives performance and efficiency. 
We can make sails precisely and have significantly 
reduced the margin for error. However, our end 
users are not robots and we have to be careful not 
to take a design and try to apply it in the wrong 
context.  What is right for a pro team in the Bay of 
Naples may not work for club racers on the Orwell.  
Our clients are individuals with different needs and 
objectives and I very much believe in building sails 
for the individual. This is the most valuable thing I 
learned in the early days. 

PH: What sort of training did you have before 
starting? JP: The owner of Seahorse Sails, Austin 
‘Clarence’ Farrar, put me straight to work making 
sails on the shop floor. I had no experience, but we 
just got on and did it. Back then sail making was 
definitely more art than science. Our tools were a 
pair of scissors, a pencil and a flexible batten. 

PH: What do you remember most about those 
early days? JP: Back then not every sail maker was 
really testing sails for fit or shape as part of the sail 

The fourth dimension in sail making
making process. Clarence got into that early and 
encouraged us to go sailing with our clients. His only 
rule was ‘If the sail doesn’t look good, or you can’t 
get it to set well then just tell him straight. Don’t 
pretend it’s supposed to be like that.’ 

At the end of a weekend’s racing, we would come 
back to the loft with sails for adjustment. We had 
no digital cameras to record our findings, it was all 
in our heads. We would have to vocalise what we’d 
seen and what needed to happen. Then we would 
take the sail to bits, alter the seam shaping and 
then put it back together. 

It was quite an experience; I got to sail in national 
and international regattas with high profile clients. 
It enabled me to set up my first sail making 
business in 1977; Delta Sails in Sudbury.

PH: What major changes did you see in your 
first decade of work? JP: In a word, fabrics.  
When I started, the average sail shape was 
determined by how much the fabric would stretch.  
There was no such thing as mast bend to flatten 
a mainsail and even the shelf foot had not been 
invented so sail trim was quite binary. The fabric 
we used was sloppy and did not have consistent 
properties. When we made alterations to sails it was 
often to compensate for the performance (or lack) 
of the cloth.

Through the end of the 70s and early 80s there 
were significant developments which revolutionised 
the way we made sails.  Sailmakers started to push 
fabric suppliers to produce more tightly woven cloth 
which reduced stretching.  This soon led to the first 
coated fabrics.

Secondly, riggers and mast manufacturers started 
to design spars that would bend. A lot of the credit 
must lay with Kiwi designers such as Bruce Farr, Paul 
Whiting and Laurie Davison who led the revolution 
in fractional rigs, which then became successful 
under IOR and opened new dimensions in sail trim. 

The combination of less stretchy cloth and more 
bendy rigs unleashed new possibilities in sail design.  

PH: Sailmaking has clearly changed a lot 
over your career, what is the most valuable 
lesson you have learnt? JP: Sailmaking is less of 
an isolated business now. I started my longstanding 

John Parker has built a business capable of 
supplying sails to any sized sailing boats from 
Optimists to superyachts

Renowned international 
yachtswoman Pip Hare takes 
time out from her Vendée  
Globe campaign to interview  
John Parker.
PH: How and when did you start out as a 
sailmaker? JP: I started as a trainee sailmaker in 
1976 at Seahorse Sails in Ipswich. I’d been sailing a 
lot in my teenage years at Felixstowe Ferry sailing 
club, which back then was one of the best dinghy 
clubs in the country. I sailed with a few local 
legends, a couple of whom were sailmakers, so I 
ended up with a job. 

A youthful John Parker preparing for the ‘Mini-
Fastnet’; a 650 mile two-handed race in 21 footers

Pip Hare
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 NEWS IN BRIEF 

Brown & Overbury has specialist equipment, such as moisture meters for 
GRP hulls and ultrasonic thickness gauges for steel hulls, to deliver an 
in-depth written report explaining any defects, how urgent the repair 
is and, if required, suggested means of rectification. 

Call Adrian Overbury for a quotation and availability. 
Telephone: +44 (0) 1394 387830 Mobile: +44 (0) 7771 675412  

Email: yachtsurveyor@btconnect.com

With over thirty years of marine surveying experience, Brown & 
Overbury offers pre-purchase and insurance surveys, damage 
assessment and evaluation, and valuation for wood, GRP and 
steel boats. Whether it be for pre-purchase, condition, insurance, 
damage and re-fit, surveys are needed for all sorts of purposes. 

•   Small Craft Surveys - Wood, GRP & Steel 
•  Pre Purchase & Insurance Surveys 
•  Tonnage (Pt.1 British Registry)
•  MCA Coding (Level 2 up to 15m)

•  Project Supervision & Consultancy
•  Limited Engine Surveys
•  Damage assessment and evaluation 
•  Valuations

Services offered:

Contact us: 
    
General enquiries: admin@e-a-s-t.org.uk 0333 088 3278 | Keelboat sailing for adults and children 
with disabilities [Colin Williamson] keelboatsec@e-a-s-t.org.uk 01473 785600 | Yacht cruising for 
blind & visually impaired adults [Simon Daws] visailing@e-a-s-t.org.uk 01394 387051

The East Anglian Sailing Trust (EAST) 
is a Royal Yachting Association (RYA) 
Regional Centre of Excellence, providing 
regular accessible sailing for adults and 
children with disabilities, and for blind 
and visually impaired adults.

What can we offer?
•    A fleet of 10 stable keelboats for disabled 

sailors sailing from wheelchair accessible 
pontoons.

•   EAST yacht skippers provide weekend and 
week-long coastal cruises for blind and 
visually impaired sailors who take an active 
part in navigating using talking  
compasses.

•   A modern Waterside Centre with a well-
equipped workshop, training suite and 
social area and a Galley providing drinks 
and refreshments.

See a calendar of all EAST activities: www.e-a-s-t.org.uk/calendar

  

Contact us: 
01473 659992
www.eastanglianseaschool.com
sales@eastanglianseaschool.com

Sail • Motor • Power • Dinghy • Shorebased 
Own Boat • Charter • Racing • Online • Corporate 

May: Holland Cruise • August: Round Britain

46 years of training excellence

Upcoming 2020 events 

DEVELOP YOUR SAILING SKILLS AT HOME AND ABROAD WITH EASS

Contact Jonathan Dyke for entry details: 

01473 659 465 or  
jonathan@syharbour.co.uk 
syharbour.co.uk

Classic Regatta 2020
13th & 14th June

Suffolk Yacht Harbour

New for 2020:  
An optional early evening  

race on Friday 12th June  
that will not form part of  

the overall regatta points.

EAST: East Anglian Sailing Trust



 Suffolk Yacht Harbour 
syharbour.co.uk
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Opening times: 10am – 2pm weekdays.  
Saturdays by appointment.

Website: www.seapowerelectronics.co.uk 
Phone Number: 01473 655618 
Email: elec@seapowermarine.co.uk

 Seapower Marine Electronics 

Cameleon goes wireless 
One of Seapower Marine’s recent projects 
was on the beautiful 29ft classic sloop 
Cameleon.  Designed by Knud H Reimers, 
she was built in 1956 and prior to her new 
owner, she was owned and carefully restored 
by SYH boat builder Robert Clarke. 

Seapower Marine recently installed a Raymarine 
Wireless system on Cameleon.  As a multifunctional 
display, Raymarine Wireless gives you all the usual 
wind and hull data (you can choose a cruising or 
racing system) but without the need for running 
wires down the wooden mast or across bulkheads.

Raymarine Wireless displays are waterproof, solar-
powered units with integrated lithium batteries. 
Power consumption is so efficient that units can 
run autonomously for up to 300 hours.

Lithium upgrade for Fatjax 
Shipman 63 Fatjax is one of a number of yachts that 
have recently upgraded to lithium ion batteries, 
which are more efficient, lighter, smaller and charge 
faster compared to acid batteries.  Oliver Ballam 
commented, “Fatjax’s existing Mastervolt system 
was ten years old, which meant there was a lot 
of work involved to extract the old batteries and 
install the new ones.”

Seapower Marine installed Victron Lithium Ion 
Phosphate (LiFePO4) batteries into Fatjax.  These 
new batteries offer a longer life compared to lead 
acid batteries, as well as being up to 60% lighter 
and a third of the size.

Oliver continued, “The cost of installing new 
batteries can become expensive if the existing 
electrical system is old and doesn’t match the 
energy requirements of the boat.  These new 
batteries are less expensive to buy, they are smaller 
so they often fit into the existing battery box, and 
they require very little modification if the boat’s 
existing electrical system is functioning correctly.  
The overall cost is much lower, making lithium ion 
batteries more accessible to the average boat owner.  
We can also add a bluetooth battery monitor to the 
system for minimal extra cost if required.”

Seapower Marine will have Lithium Ion Phosphate 
batteries on display at Southampton Boat Show; 
see below for details on the boat show.

These batteries have a new range, which can be 
installed with minimal or no modification to the 
rest of the electrical system, at a much- reduced 
cost compared to systems like the Victron units 
which are better suited to a bigger system.

Earlier this year, Raymarine released its 
new LightHouseTM 3 operating system 
update for Axiom®, Axiom Pro and Axiom XL 
multifunction displays (MFD).   LightHouse 
Bermuda v3.10 comes with new and enhanced 
features for cruising and racing yachts 
equipped with one or more Axiom MFD.

Oliver Ballam commented, “This new update is 
particularly good for competitive racing yachts.  
The racing dashboard displays information 
on the start line, race time, actual time, line 
distance, wind and laylines.  As with every 
Raymarine LightHouse operating system 
update, downloads are free and easy; contact 
us for details.”

SYH Open Weekend
Seapower Marine Electronics will once 
again have a Raymarine roadshow trailer 
at this year’s SYH Open Weekend from 
26th – 27th October.

Oliver Ballam commented, “The Open Weekend 
is the perfect opportunity to test out some of 
the latest Raymarine equipment and chat to 
the team about specific requirements, whether 
it be a small maintenance issue or a large-scale 
project.  We always have products on display in 
our SYH showroom and encourage customers 
to come and have a look anytime.”

Seapower Marine 
Electronics will 
be exhibiting 
alongside SYH  
and five other onsite businesses at this year’s 
Southampton Boat Show from 13th to 22nd 
September.  Pop by and see the team on stand 
J222 to discuss upcoming projects or to make 
the most of manufacturer discounts.

Oliver Ballam commented, “We will be on 
hand throughout the show to answer queries 
on anything from small jobs up to complete 
electrical refits.  We will also have deals on 
electronics products from leading marine 
suppliers during the show.”

Oliver added, “If customers are unable to make 
the boat show, then they can still benefit 
from manufacturer discounts by coming into 
our office at Suffolk Yacht Harbour.  We will 
always price match the internet as well as boat 
show deals, so it’s well worth coming to us 
before you buy to make sure you get the right 
product for your boat at the right price.  If 
owners would prefer to install or partial-install 
themselves, we can provide support.”

Cameleon 

Top product: Raymarine Bermuda

Southampton Boat Show:  
details and discounts

Oliver Ballam commented, “The clever thing 
about the Raymarine Wireless system is that it 
automatically detects the right sensor based on the 
apparent wind angle.  It doesn’t need to be level or 
situated in a certain position, making it a much more 
flexible product from an installation perspective.”  
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Suffolk Yacht Harbour directory

Brown & Overbury:  

Marine surveyors 
www.brownandoverbury.co.uk 
Phone: 07771 675412
Email: yachtsurveyor@btconnect.com

Clarke & Carter:  
Yacht broker 
www.clarkeandcarter.co.uk
Phone: 01473 659681 
Email: suffolk@clarkeandcarter.co.uk 

Classic Marine:
Classic boat chandlery 
www.classicmarine.co.uk 
Phone: 01394 380390 or 01473 659394 
Email: info@classicmarine.co.uk

East Anglian Sea School: 
Sailing school & training provider 
www.eastanglianseaschool.com 
Phone: 01473 659992 
Email: sales@eastanglianseaschool.com 

East Anglian Sailing Trust: 
Sailing for the disabled & visually impaired
www.e -a-s-t.org.uk 
Phone: 0333 088 3278 
Email: admin@e-a-s-t.org.uk

Evolution Rigging:  
Rigging solutions 
www.evolutionrigging.com 
Phone: 01473 655089 
Email: rigging@evolutionrigging.com

French Marine Motors: 
Marine motors & engineering 
www.frenchmarine.com 
Phone: 01473 659882 

Haven Ports Yacht Club: 
Sailing club 
www.hpyc.com 
Phone: 01473 659658 
Email: secretary@hpyc.com

Mr Stainless: 
Stainless steel fabrication 
www.mrstainless.co.uk 
Phone: 01473 659295 
Email: sales@mrstainless.co.uk

OneSails:  
Sail making, covers & awnings 
www.onesails.co.uk 
Phone: 01473 659878 
Email: east@onesails.co.uk 
 
Seapower Marine Electronics:  
Marine electronics 
www.seapowerelectronics.co.uk 
Phone: 01473 655618 
Email: oliver@seapowermarine.co.uk

 Contact us:
  01473 659465    enquiries@syharbour.co.uk    www.syharbour.co.uk    facebook.com/syharbour
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Natica is a West Solent One Design sloop designed 
by H G May and built in 1928. Currently owned by a 
keen racer, 10.5m Natica broke her mast at last year’s 
Vela Clásica Menorca- Mahón Regatta.

When the owner selected SYH to design and produce a new rig 
for Natica, he also chose traditional deck products from Classic 
Marine. Chandlery manager Richard Gadd commented, “Natica is a 
beautifully maintained classic yacht and in keeping with her design 
we supplied new bronze genoa tracks, fittings and hatch hinges, 
which were then fitted by the SYH team.”

Natica stays true to classic origins

SYH Opening Hours  
8am – 5.30pm 
7 days a week, all year round  
(excluding public holidays)

Eco approach to packaging
Classic Marine is doing its bit for the environment with a lean 
approach to packaging.

Chandlery manager Richard Gadd explained, “We re-use all the boxes we receive 
from suppliers and any bubble wrap that comes in is either re-used in deliveries 
to customers, or we donate it back to our suppliers.

“We only use recycled brown paper to wrap our products, which are then 
posted out in paper-only Jiffy bags (which don’t have plastic bubble wrap 
inside).  We try to do what we can to minimise our impact on the environment 
and set a good example for suppliers and customers.”

Product focus:  
traditional  
sewing needles
Classic Marine stocks needles 
from traditional needle and 
pin experts Wm Smith & Son 
for the many classic yacht owners 
doing their own sail repairs.  To accompany the needles, 
Classic Marine also stocks beeswax (which acts as a 
lubricant) produced in Suffolk by Chris Nunn (who works 
in the berthing office at SYH).  


